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The 18" Sunday After Pentecost

September 22, 2024 10:30 Service of the Word

The first readers of Ephesians were non-Jews in the new Christian
religion, which was an offshoot of Judaism, which itself was a minority
in the Roman world. How can this new minority in a minority ever plan
to do anything significant? That had no money. No buildings. No
monuments. No nothing. Yet Ephesians promises them that they are to
bring God’s plans for salvation to the whole world. It is a big promise!
They themselves will not do it. But through them God will do it. For
God all things are possible.

Welcome to worship today!
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.

The Zoom feed for this service is shown in the nursery.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.

Amen

Gathering Hymn Golden Breaks the Dawn
(For music see Hymn 852 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Golden breaks the dawn,
comes the eastern sun;
like a rider strong,
set the course to run.
Birds above me fly,




flowers bloom below;
through the earth and sky
God’s great mercies flow.

2. Holy, living God,
keep me safe today;
though I weary plod,
make me kind, | pray.
Let me guide our youth,
honor weak and old;
let me serve with truth,
and God’s love unfold.

3. Give me daily bread,
while | do my part;
bright skies overhead,
gladness in my heart.
Simple wants provide,
evil let me shun;
Jesus at my side,
till the day is done.

Text: Tzu-chen Chao; para. Frank W. Price, 1885-1974. Music: Te-ngai Hu, Text and music copyright 1977 Chinese Christian
Literature Council Ltd. Hong Kong.

Greeting (2 Corinthians 13:13)

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Gathering Dialog (Deuteronomy 26, 11, 8)

A: You are the treasured people of the Lord,

C: a people holy to the Lord our God.

A: Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children.
C: Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away,
when you lie down and when you rise.

A: One does not live by bread alone,

C: but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.




Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Everlasting God, the radiance of all faithful people, you brought the
nations to the brightness of your rising. Fill the world with your glory,
and show yourself to all the world through him who is the true light and
the bright morning star, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

T WORD T

First Reading Ephesians 3:1-13

B: This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the
sake of you Gentiles— 2for surely you have already heard of the
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, *and how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few
words, “a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding
of the mystery of Christ. °In former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: %that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in
Christ Jesus through the gospel. “Of this gospel | have become a servant
according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of
his power. 8Although | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ, “and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden
for ages in God who created all things; °so that through the church the
wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly places. ' This was in accordance with the
eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 2in
whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in
him. 21 pray therefore that you may not lose heart over my sufferings for
you; they are your glory.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.



Scripture Poetry Isaiah 40:12-17 (read responsively)
D: Who has measured the waters in the hollow of [God’s] hand
and marked off the heavens with a span,
enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure,
and weighed the mountains in scales
and the hills in a balance?
C: Who has directed the spirit of the LORD,
or as his counselor has instructed him?
D: Whom did he consult for his enlightenment,
and who taught him the path of justice?
C: Who taught him knowledge,
and showed him the way of understanding?
D: Even the nations are like a drop from a bucket,
and are accounted as dust on the scales;
see, he takes up the isles like fine dust.
C: Lebanon would not provide fuel enough,
nor are its animals enough for a burnt offering.
All the nations are as nothing before him;
they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness.

Gospel Acclamation (John 15:4)
C: Alleluia. Jesus said, “Abide in me as | abide in you.” Alleluia.

Gospel Reading John 15:1-8

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 15" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus said] I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. *You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. *Abide in me as | abide
in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. °1 am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because
apart from me you can do nothing. ®Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. ’If you abide in me, and my words abide




in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.

After the reading:

P: The gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Beautiful Savior
(Music for this may be found as Hymn 838 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Beautiful Savior, King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love thee, truly I’d serve thee,
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2. Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

3. Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight,
bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
than all the angels in the sky.

4, Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,
now and forevermore be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Munster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, Music: Silesian fold tune 1842



Response to the Word

P: In Christ you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation.

C: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit.

P: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

A: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;
C: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20)

A: Keep yourselves in the love of God;
C: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)

A: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
C: Everything old has passed away;
behold, everything has become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.




T  THANKSGIVING ¢

Gathering of Prayers and Offerings

You are invited to write a prayer concern on the small blank slip of paper in
your worship bulletin. This slip will be collected by the ushers in the offering
plates. The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the service.

Special Music

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God,

C: ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in
need, through Jesus our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Issues raised by the congregation are prayed for.

The prayer concludes:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: God all mighty,

God most merciful
bless you, keep you,
and give you peace.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn Now Thank We All Our God
(For music see Hymn 840 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Now thank we all our God
with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers’ arms,
has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.

2. Oh, may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us,
and keep us all in grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all harm
in this world and the next.

3. All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,
the Son, and Spirit blest,
who reign in highest heaven,
the one eternal God,
whom earth and heav’n adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.

Text: Mertin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878. Music: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662



Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Worship assistants TODAY:

Greeters and Ushers ~ Rob Stroup

Acolyte Thomas Bullwinkle

Counters Michele Myers and Anne Stromstad
Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, September 29
Greeters and Ushers ~ Tom and Carol Urbanic

Acolyte Alyssa Young

Counters Babette Huber and Burdie Gillern
Coffee Hour

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2024 copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
William Shi, Pianist



