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This is the third week in our look at Ephesians. The first week we
learned how central God’s grace is to everything. The second week we
learned that God has created us for good works, which is our purpose in

life. This week we learn what it means to be a citizen of God’s kingdom
and a member of God’s household.

Welcome to worship today!

If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.

The Zoom feed for this service is available in the nursery.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Gathering Hymn Let Justice Flow Like Streams
(For music see Hymn 717 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Let justice flow like streams
of sparkling water, pure,
enabling growth, refreshing life,
abundant, cleansing sure.

2. Let righteousness roll on
as others’ cares we heed,
an ever-flowing stream of faith
translated into deed.

3. So may God’s plumb line, straight,
define our measure true,
and justice, right, and peace pervade
this world our whole life through.

Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926, copyright 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press. Music: Aaron Williams,
1731-1776

Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection.

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.



For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.

Amen

Hymn of Praise Goodness is Stronger than Evil
(For harmonization see Hymn 721 in the Red Hymnal)

Goodness is stronger than evil;
love is stronger that hate;

light is stronger than darkness;
life is stronger than death;
vict’ry is ours,

vict’ry is ours,

through God who loves us.
Vict’ry is ours,

vict’ry is ours,

through God who loves us.

Text: From An African Prayer Book, Desmond Tutu, b. 1931, copyright 1995 Desmond Tutu, admin. Random House, Inc. and Lynn
C. Franklin Associates, Ltd. Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949, copyright 1996 lona Community, Admin. GIA Publications, Inc.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people,
faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a
whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

T WORD T

First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6

B: Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my
pasture! says the LORD. ?Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who



have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not
attended to them. So | will attend to you for your evil doings, says

the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all
the lands where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to their
fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 1 will raise up shepherds
over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or
be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. °In his days Judah will
be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he
will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 23 (read together)
C: The Lord is my shepherd,;
I shall not want.
2He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.
®He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
*Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
*Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
éSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Second Reading Ephesians 2:11-22

D: 1So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the
uncircumecision” by those who are called “the circumcision” —a physical
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— *2remember that you
were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. **But now in Christ Jesus you who once were
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

YFor he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and
has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. *He
has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he




might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus
making peace, **and might reconcile both groups to God in one body
through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. *’So he
came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those
who were near; ®for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to
the Father. 1°So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are
citizens with the saints and also members of the household of

God, 2°built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 2In him the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; ?2in whom you also
are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (John 10:27)
C: Alleluia. My sheep hear my voice. | know them, and they follow
me. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 6" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

%The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done
and taught. *'He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by
yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they
had no leisure even to eat. *>And they went away in the boat to a deserted
place by themselves. *Now many saw them going and recognized them,
and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of
them. 3*As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion
for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began
to teach them many things.

%3When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and
moored the boat. >**When they got out of the boat, people at once
recognized him, %%and rushed about that whole region and began to bring
the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 8And wherever he went,
into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and
begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all
who touched it were healed.

After the reading:

P: The gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.




Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Glorious Things of You Are Spoken
(For music see Hymn 647 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Glorious things of you are spoken,
Zion, city of our God!
He whose word cannot be broken
formed you for his own abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded,
what can shake your sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
you may smile at all your foes.

2. See, the streams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,
well supply your sons and daughters,
and all fear of want remove.
Who can faint, while such a river
ever will their thirst assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver,
never fails from age to age.

3. Round each habitation hov’ring,
see the cloud and fire appear
for a glory and a cov’ring,
showing that the Lord is near.
Thus deriving from their banner
light by night and shade by day,
safe they feed upon the manna
which God give them on their way.

4. Savior, since of Zion’s city
I through grace a member am,
let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in your name.
Fading are the world’s vain pleasures,
all their boasted pomp and show;
solid joys and lasting treasures
none by Zion’s children know.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. Music: William P. Rowlands, 1860-1937



Apostles’ Creed
P: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed

C: | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Special Music and Gathering of Prayers and Offerings

You are invited to write a prayer concern on the small blank slip of paper in
your worship bulletin. This slip will be collected by the ushers in the offering
plates. The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the service.

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God,

C: source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our
lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Issues raised by the congregation are prayed for.

The prayer concludes:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

i MEAL Ar

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”



Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. We use wheat bread and wine for communion. If you would prefer
a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant. Also, if
you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.
As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns:

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal)

654 The Church’s One Foundation (Red Hymnal)

656 Blest Be the Tie That Binds (Red Hymnal)

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray:

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at
your table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one
another, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.




1 SENDING fr

Blessing
P: God all mighty,

God most merciful
bless you, keep you,
and give you peace.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn  The Church’s One Foundation
(For music see Hymn 654 in the Red Hymnal)

1. The church’s one foundation
is Jesus Christ her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the word.
From heav’n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

2. Elect from every nation,
yet one o’er all the earth,
her charter of salvation
one Lord, one faith, one birth:
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses
with ev’ry grace endued.

3. Though with a scornful wonder
this world sees her oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder,
by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping;
their cry goes up, “How long?”
and soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.

4. Through toil and tribulation
and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation



of peace forevermore;

till with the vision glorious

her longing eyes are blest,

and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.

5. Yet she on earth as union
with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by your grace,
that we, like saints before us,
may see you face to face.

Text: Samuel Stone, 1839-1900 Music: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876

Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.



Worship assistants TODAY :
Greeters and Ushers Janice Lockwood

Acolyte Alyssa Young

Altar Care Linn Griffo

Communion Assistant  Sally Mansfield

Counters John and Linda Thompson

Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, September 22

Greeters and Ushers ~ Rob Stroup

Acolyte Thomas Bullwinkle

Counters Michele Myers and Anne Stromstad
Coffee Hour
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