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AS A PRISONER IN THE

LORD, THEN, I URGE YOU

TO WALK IN A MANN{ER
R 5 HY OIF THE CALLING

20" Sunday after Pentecost
September 15, 2024 10:30 Holy Communion

We’re reading through Ephesians in September and October. Chapters
1-3 are the first half. They lay out a theological understanding for life.
Today we move into Chapter 4. Chapters 4-6 show how the theology of
the first chapters comes to life in our lives.

Welcome to worship today!
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.

The Zoom feed for this service is available in the nursery.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Gathering Hymn  We Are Called
(For music turn to Hymn 720 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Come! Live in the light!
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom,
To live in the freedom of the city of God.

Refrain

We are called to act with justice,
we are called to love tenderly;

we are called to serve one another,
to walk humbly with God.

2. Come! Open your heart!
Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless
so hatred and blindness will be no more.  Refrain

3. Sing! Sing a new song!
Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other
as sisters and brothers united in love. Refrain

Text and Music: David Haas, Copyright 1988 GIA Publication Inc.

Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection.



P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God
strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.

Amen

Hymn of Praise Goodness is Stronger than Evil
(For harmonization see Hymn 721 in the Red Hymnal)

Goodness is stronger than evil;
love is stronger that hate;

light is stronger than darkness;
life is stronger than death;
vict’ry is ours,

vict’ry is ours,

through God who loves us.
Vict’ry is ours,

vict’ry is ours,

through God who loves us.

Text: From An African Prayer Book, Desmond Tutu, b. 1931, copyright 1995 Desmond Tutu, admin. Random House, Inc. and Lynn
C. Franklin Associates, Ltd. Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949, copyright 1996 lona Community, Admin. GIA Publications, Inc.

Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives.
Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you,
and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.




i WORD -

First Reading Joshua 24:14-18

B: [Joshua said to the people after their journey through the wilderness]
14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.

®Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you
will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond
the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as
for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” **Then the people
answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve
other gods; *'for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our
ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who
did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that
we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; *8and

the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in
the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.”

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 145:10-18 23 (read responsively)
D: Let your works praise you, Lord,
your faithful ones bless you.
C: Let them proclaim your glorious reign,
let them tell of your might.
D: Let them make known to all
your might and glorious reign.
C: Your dominion lasts for ever,
your rule for all generations!
D: The Lord is faithful in every word
and gracious in every work.
C: The Lord supports the fallen,
raises those bowed down.
D: The eyes of all look to you,
you give them food in due time.
C: You open wide your hand
to feed all living things.
D: The Lord is just in every way,
loving in every deed.
C: The Lord is near to those who call,




who cry out from their hearts.

Second Reading Ephesians 4:1-16

E: I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of
the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, *making
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of

peace. “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the
one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, ®one God
and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. "But each of
us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore
it is said, “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;
he gave gifts to his people.” ®(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it
mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the

earth? °He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all
the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) ' The gifts he gave were that
some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, *?to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building
up the body of Christ, 2until all of us come to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the
full stature of Christ. “*We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro
and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their
craftiness in deceitful scheming. **But speaking the truth in love, we
must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, *from
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with
which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the
body’s growth in building itself up in love.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (Ephesians 4:15)
C: Alleluia. Speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every
way into him who is the head, into Christ. Alleluia.

Gospel Reading John 7:37-44

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 7" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

370On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing
there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 3and let the
one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the
believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.””” ¥Now he said this




about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there
was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. ““When they heard
these words, some in the crowd said, “This is really the

prophet.” “Others said, “This is the Messiah.” But some asked, “Surely
the Messiah does not come from Galilee, does he? “?Has not the scripture
said that the Messiah is descended from David and comes from
Bethlehem, the village where David lived?” #3So there was a division in
the crowd because of him. “Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no
one laid hands on him.

After the reading:

P: The gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day We All Are One in Mission
(For music see Hymn 576 in the Red Hymnal)

1. We all are one in mission;
we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united
by Christ the Lord of all.
A single great commission
compels us from above
to plan and work together
that all may know Christ’s love.

2. We all are called for service,
to witness in God’s name.
Our ministries are diff’rent;
our purpose is the same:
to touch the lives of others
with God’s surprising grace,
so ev’ry folk and nation
may feel God’s warm embrace.

3. Now let us be united,
and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel
for God’s redeeming Word.
We all are one in mission;



we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united
by Christ, the Lord of all.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, copyright 1986 Hope Publishing Company. Music: Finnish fold tune; arr. hymnal version, copyright
2006 Augsburg Fortress

Apostles’ Creed
P: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Special Music and Gathering of Prayers and Offerings

You are invited to write a prayer concern on the small blank slip of paper in
your worship bulletin. This slip will be collected by the ushers in the offering
plates. The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the service.




Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God,

C: source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our
lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Issues raised by the congregation are prayed for.

The prayer concludes:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

T MEAL fr

Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow;
and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God.

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. We use wheat bread and wine for communion. If you would prefer
a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant. Also, if
you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.
As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns:

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal)

460 Now the Silence (Red Hymnal)

461 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (Red Hymnal)

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.



Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray:

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at
your table. Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one
another, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

i  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: God all mighty,

God most merciful
bless you, keep you,
and give you peace.
C: Amen.

Sending Hymn  Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death
(For music see Hymn 452 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Awake, O sleeper, rise from death,
and Christ shall give you light;
so learn his love, its length and breadth,
its fullness, depth, and height.

2. To us on earth he came to bring
from sin and fear release,
to give the Spirit’s unity,
the very bond of peace.

3. There is one body and one hope,
one Spirit and one call,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God who made it all.

4. Then walk in love as Christ has loved,
who died that he might save;
with kind and gentle hearts forgive
as God in Christ forgave.

5. For us Christ lived, for us he died,
and conquered in the strife.
Awake, arise, go forth in faith,



and Christ shall give you life.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1893-1984. Copyright 1980 Augsburg Publishing House. Music: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829.
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: God’s Work. Our Hands.
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Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers Bruce and Connie Stevenson

Acolyte Thomas Bullwinkle
Altar Care Emma Deibler
Communion Assistant Gary Boisseau
Counters Bill and Katy Stimmel

Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, October 13
Greeters and Ushers ~ Mary and Greg Zuege
Acolyte Alyssa Young

Counters Bruce and Connie Stevenson
Coffee Hour

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2024 copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
William Shi, Pianist



