
 

 

 
 

The Second Sunday in Lent 
March 16, 2025  10:30 Holy Communion 

 

Who is Jesus?  In today’s gospel we’ll find John the Baptist questioning 

who Jesus is.  John asks, “Are you the one to come or are we to wait for 

another?”  Apparently Jesus is not turning out to be the way John thought 

he would be.  We ask ourselves who is Jesus?  What do we expect of 

him?  How do we handle it when he does not meet our expectations? 

 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 

 

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand. 

 

The Zoom feed for this service is available in the nursery. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Gathering Hymn   As the Deer  
(For music turn to Hymn 2 in the Songbook binder) 

1.As the deer panteth for the water, 

   so my soul longeth after thee. 

   You alone are my heart’s desire 

   And I long to worship thee. 
 

Refrain: You alone are my strength, my shield;  

To you alone may my spirit yield. 

You alone are my heart’s desire 

And I long to worship thee. 
 

2. You’re my friend and You are my brother 

    even though you are a King. 

    I love you more than any other, 

    So much more than anything. Refrain 
 

3. I want you more than gold or silver, 

    only You can satisfy. 

    You alone are the real joy-giver 

    And the apple of my eye.    Refrain 
 

Text and music: Martin Nystrom; Copyright 1984 Maranatha Praise, Inc. CCLI # 1431 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s 

abiding love. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P: Compassionate One, 

C: you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, 

but our lives do not always reflect you 

and your love for the world. 

We do not show others the tender compassion 

you have shown to us. 

We do not welcome others with the hospitality 



you grant to all people. 

Our lives end up oppressing others, 

even though you have set us free again and again. 

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. 

Transform our lives 

and guide us again in the way of the cross. 

Amen. 

 

P: Beloved in Christ, 

God’s arms are always stretched wide 

to welcome the wandering ones home. 

In Christ your sins are forgiven. 

You have a place in God’s house forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Hymn of Praise   Kyrie 

For music turn to page 28 in the Blue Hymnal 

L: Kyrie eleison: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: Christie eleison: 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

L: Kyrie eleison: 

C: Lord, have mercy.   

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting 

life to the world.  Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with 

your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
 

First Reading Malachi 3:1-5 

B: See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 

the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 

messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, 

says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and 

who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 



fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 

purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 

they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of 

Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old 

and as in former years. 5Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will 

be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, 

against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired 

workers in their wages, the widow and the orphan, against those who 

thrust aside the alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Scripture Poetry  Psalm 52  (read responsively) 

D: Proud sinner, why do you brag? 

    Why trumpet your crimes, 

    your sins against the faithful? 

C: Each day you plot their ruin, 

    slash them with  razor tongue. 

D: You prize evil over good, 

    deceit over truthful speech. 

C: O tongue full of lies, 

    you love the word that hurts! 

D: But God will demolish you, 

    snatch you away for ever, 

C: sweep you from your tent, 

    uproot you from the living earth. 
 

D: The watchful watch in awe, 

    then laugh with disdain: 

C: “God was not your stronghold; 

    you trusted in your wealth, 

    found strength in your crimes.” 

D: But I am like an olive tree 

    growing in the temple court, 

    I trust God’s love for ever. 

C: I always give you thanks 

    for what you, my God, have done. 

    I proclaim your good name 

    before your faithful people. 

 
 



Second Reading    James 5:7-10 

E: 7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The 

farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it 

until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. 

Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do 

not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the 

Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, 

beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation  (Luke 7:22) 

C: The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 

cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good news 

brought to them.  

 
Gospel Reading  Luke 7:18-35 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 7th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 
18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John 

summoned two of his disciples 
19and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or 

are we to wait for another?” 20When the men had come to him, they said, 

“John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to 

come, or are we to wait for another?’” 21Jesus had just then cured many 

people of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and had given sight to many 

who were blind. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you 

have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 

lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good 

news brought to them. 23And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at 

me.” 24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the 

crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? 

A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? Someone 

dressed in soft robes? Look, those who put on fine clothing and live in 

luxury are in royal palaces. 26What then did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is the one about 

whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who 

will prepare your way before you.’ 28I tell you, among those born of 

women no one is greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom of God 

is greater than he.” 29(And all the people who heard this, including the 

tax collectors, acknowledged the justice of God, because they had been 



baptized with John’s baptism. 30But by refusing to be baptized by him, 

the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for 

themselves.) 31“To what then will I compare the people of this 

generation, and what are they like? 32They are like children sitting in the 

marketplace and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and 

you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not weep.’ 33For John the 

Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, ‘He 

has a demon’; 34the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you 

say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners!’ 35Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all her children.” 
After the reading:  

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day         Be Thou My Vision 
(For music turn to Hymn 793 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

    naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

    thou my best thought both by day and by night, 

    waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

    I ever with thee and thou with me Lord. 

    Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tow’r, 

    raise thou me heav’nward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. 
 

3. Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 

    thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

    thou, and thou only, first in my heart, 

    great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

4. Light of my soul, after victory won, 

    may I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s Sun! 

    Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

    still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

Text and Music: Irish Folk Tune 8th-10th century; tr. Mary Burne; vers. Eleanor Hull 

 



Nicene Creed 

P: We confirm our faith with the Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father; 

    through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again, 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

    who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 



Special Music and Gathering of Prayers and Offerings 
You are invited to write a prayer concern on the small blank slip of paper in 

your worship bulletin.  This slip will be collected by the ushers in the offering 

plates.  The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the service. 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray: Gracious Provider, 

C: you set your immense treasures among us, 

opening your heart to the world. 

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, 

deepen our commitment to sharing those 

treasures with others, 

though our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
Issues raised by the congregation are prayed for. 
The prayer concludes:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 MEAL     
 
Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their 

hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift 

of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join in their unending hymn: 
 



(Isaiah 6:3, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 

P: The joy of the Lord is our strength.  Come, eat this meal of gladness. 

 
Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  We use wheat bread and wine for communion.  If you would prefer 

a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant.  Also, if 

you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.  

As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns: 

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal) 

319 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days(Red Hymnal) 

324 In the Cross of Christ I Glory (Red Hymnal)) 



 
Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 
Post Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray:  Generous Host, 

You have shared your feast with us and made us new. 

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 

that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 

in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: God our tender parent, 

God the crucified one, 

God the reconciling Spirit, 

Bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn   I Know That My Redeemer Lives! 
(For music see Hymn 619 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. I know that my Redeemer lives! 

    What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

    He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

    he lives, my ever-living head! 
 

2. He lives triumphant from the grave; 

    he lives eternally to save; 

    he lives exalted, throned above; 

    he lives to rule his church in love. 
 

3. He lives to grant me rich supply; 

    he lives to guide me with his eye; 

    he lives to comfort me when faint; 

    he lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 
 



4. He lives to silence all my fears; 

    he lives to wipe away my tears; 

    he lives to calm my troubled heart; 

    he lives all blessings to impart. 
 

5. He lives to bless me with his love; 

    he lives to plead for me above; 

    he lives my hungry soul to feed; 

    he lives to help in time of need. 
 

6. He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

    he lives and loves me to the end; 

    he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing; 

    he lives, my prophet, priest, and king! 
 

7. He lives and grants me daily breath; 

    he lives, and I shall conquer death; 

    he lives my mansion to prepare; 

    he lives to bring me safely there. 
 

8. He lives, all glory to his name! 

    He lives, my Savior, still the same; 

    what joy this blest assurance gives; 

    I know that my Redeemer lives!  
 

Text: Samuel Medly, 1738-1799, alt. Music: attr. John Hatton, d. 1793 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Linda Flood 

Acolyte   Elijah Young 

Altar Care  Emma Deibler 

Communion Assistant Nancy Pape 

Counters  John and Linda Thompson 

Coffee Hour  St. Patrick’s Potluck Lunch 

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, March 23, 2025 

Greeters and Ushers Phyllis Henderson 

Acolyte   Thomas Bullwinkle 

Counters  Michele Myers and Anne Stromstad 

Coffee Hour   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2025 copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

William Shi, Pianist 


