
 

 

 
 

 
 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 
July 21, 2024  10:30 Holy Communion 

 

Today we look at Psalm 51.  It is King David’s response when a series of 

his horrific misdeeds are exposed.  He does not deny his guilt.  Rather he 

shows that he needs God’s mercy.  This psalm became a foundation for 

Christianity’s understanding of our need for God’s grace. 

 

Welcome to worship today! 
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the 

back of the sanctuary. 

 

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand. 

 

The Zoom feed for this service is available in the nursery. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 



 GATHERING     
 

Prelude and Announcements 

 
Gathering Hymn    Just As I Am, without One Plea 

(For music see Hymn 592 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Just as I am, without one plea, 

    but that thy blood was shed for me, 

    and that thou bidd’st me come to thee, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
 

2. Just as I am, though tossed about 

    with many-a conflict many-a doubt, 

    fightings and fears within, without, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
 

3. Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

    wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

    because thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
 

4. Just as I am; thy love unknown 

    has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

    now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  
 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871. Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 

 
Prayer of the Day 

A: Let us pray… 

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to 

yourself all those who go astray.  Preserve your people in your loving 

care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all 

things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD    
 

First Reading   2 Samuel 11 

B: In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David 

sent Joab with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the 



Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 2It 

happened, late one afternoon, when David rose from his couch and was 

walking about on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof 

a woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. 3David sent someone to 

inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is Bathsheba daughter of 

Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4So David sent messengers to get 

her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying 

herself after her period.) Then she returned to her house. 5The woman 

conceived; and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.” 

 

D: So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab 

sent Uriah to David. 7When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab 

and the people fared, and how the war was going. 8Then David said to 

Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” Uriah went out of 

the king’s house, and there followed him a present from the king. 9But 

Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all the servants of his 

lord, and did not go down to his house. 10When they told David, “Uriah 

did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You have just come 

from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?” 11Uriah said 

to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord 

Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I 

then go to my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? As you 

live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such a thing.” 12Then David said 

to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” 

So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, 13David 

invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in 

the evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, 

but he did not go down to his house. 

 

E: In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of 

Uriah. 15In the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest 

fighting, and then draw back from him, so that he may be struck down 

and die.” 16As Joab was besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to the place 

where he knew there were valiant warriors. 17The men of the city came 

out and fought with Joab; and some of the servants of David among the 

people fell. Uriah the Hittite was killed as well. 18Then Joab sent and told 

David all the news about the fighting; 19and he instructed the messenger, 

“When you have finished telling the king all the news about the 

fighting, 20then, if the king’s anger rises, and if he says to you, ‘Why did 

you go so near the city to fight? Did you not know that they would shoot 

from the wall? 21Who killed Abimelech son of Jerubbaal? Did not a 

woman throw an upper millstone on him from the wall, so that he died at 



Thebez? Why did you go so near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your 

servant Uriah the Hittite is dead too.’” 22So the messenger went, and 

came and told David all that Joab had sent him to tell. 23The messenger 

said to David, “The men gained an advantage over us, and came out 

against us in the field; but we drove them back to the entrance of the 

gate. 24Then the archers shot at your servants from the wall; some of the 

king’s servants are dead; and your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead 

also.” 25David said to the messenger, “Thus you shall say to Joab, ‘Do 

not let this matter trouble you, for the sword devours now one and now 

another; press your attack on the city, and overthrow it.’ And encourage 

him.” 26When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband was dead, she 

made lamentation for him. 27When the mourning was over, David sent 

and brought her to his house, and she became his wife, and bore him a 

son. But the thing that David had done displeased the LORD, 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Confession of Sins Psalm 51 
(To the leader.  A Psalm of David, when the prophet Nathan came to him, after 

he had gone in to Bathsheba.) 

C: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;  

    according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,  

    and cleanse me from my sin. 
3For I know my transgressions,  

    and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you, you alone, have I sinned,  

    and done what is evil in your sight,  

so that you are justified in your sentence  

    and blameless when you pass judgment. 
5Indeed, I was born guilty,  

    a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
6You desire truth in the inward being;  

    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;  

    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness;  

    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins,  

    and blot out all my iniquities. 
 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

    and put a new and right spirit within me. 



11Do not cast me away from your presence,  

    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  

    and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

 

F: Then I will teach transgressors your ways,  

    and sinners will return to you. 
14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,  

    O God of my salvation,  

    and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 
15O Lord, open my lips,  

    and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16For you have no delight in sacrifice;  

    if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 
17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;  

    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 
18Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;  

    rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 
19then you will delight in right sacrifices,  

    in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;  

    then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

 
Second Reading   Romans 12:1-2 

F: I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 

to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern 

what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation  (John 8:12) 

C: Alleluia.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever 

follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.  

Alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Reading    John 9:1-11 
The gospel is announced:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 9th chapter. 

C: Glory to you O Lord. 

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples 

asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 

blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he 

was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must 

work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 

when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of 

the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud 

with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, 

“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 

washed and came back able to see. 
8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to 

ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, 

“It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept 

saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were 

your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, 

spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I 

went and washed and received my sight.” 
After the reading:  

P: The gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

 
Sermon 

 
Hymn of the Day   Amazing Grace 
(For music turn to Hymn 779 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,  

    That saved a wretch like me!  

     I once was lost, but now am found;  

    Was blind, but now I see. 
 

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  

    And grace my fears relieved;  

    How precious did that grace appear  

    The hour I first believed! 
 



3. Through many dangers, toils and snares  

    I have already come;  

   ‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,  

    And grace will lead me home.  
 

4. The Lord has promised good to me;  

    His Word my hope secures;  

    He will my shield and portion be  

    As long as life endures. 
 

5. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

     bright shining as the sun, 

     we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise  

     than when we’d first begun. 
 

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807; music W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Edwin O Excell. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

P: We confirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

    born of the virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried; 

    he descended to the dead. 

    On the third day he rose again; 

    he ascended into heaven, 

    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

    the holy catholic church, 

    the communion of saints 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 
Prayers of the Church 

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the 

church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
The pastor will begin the prayer with a petition and then invites the 

congregation to add additional petitions and thanksgivings.  Please conclude 

your petition with: Lord in your mercy, 

The congregation will respond: Hear our prayer. 
The pastor concludes the prayer:  

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 
Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: We share that peace with one another. 
The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

 MEAL     
 

Special Music 

 
Hymn of Thanksgiving    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Lord 
For music turn to page 35 in the Blue Hymnal 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, Lord, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray: Jesus, Bread of Life, 

C: you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 

feast of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and 

strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, your 

body and life for the world.  Amen. 



 
Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus of Nazareth; who on this day overcame death 

and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  And so, with church of yesterday, today and tomorrow; 

and the church here in this place and all churches throughout the world, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken) 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 

and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 

P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.  Come! 
 
Communion Distribution 
Welcome to the Lord’s Supper!  All who are baptized are invited to receive 

communion.  We use wheat bread and wine for communion.  If you would prefer 

a gluten free wafer instead of bread please tell the communion assistant.  Also, if 

you prefer grape juice to wine, it is available pre-filled in the individual glasses.  

As we commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns: 

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal) 

595 Jesus Loves Me (Red Hymnal) 

599  Lord Jesus Think on Me (Red Hymnal) 

 
Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say: 

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 

keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray:   

Jesus, Bread of Life, we have received from your table more than we 

could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen 

us to love the world with your own love.  In your name we pray. 

C: Amen.  

 

 

 SENDING     
 

Blessing 

P: The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

be upon you now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

Sending Hymn      God Be with You Till We Meet Again 

(For music see Hymn 536 in the Red Hymnal) 
 

1. God be with you till we meet again;  

    by good counsels guide, uphold you,  

    with a shepherd's care enfold you;  

    God be with you till we meet again. 
 

Refrain 

Till we meet, till we meet,  

till we meet at Jesus' feet;  

till we meet, till we meet,  

God be with you till we meet again 
 

2. God be with you till we meet again;  

    holy wings securely hide you,  

    daily manna still provide you;  

    God be with you till we meet again. Refrain 
 

3. God be with you till we meet again;  

    when life's perils thick confound you, 

    put unfailing arms around you;  

    God be with you till we meet again. Refrain 
 

Text: Jeremiah E. Rankin, 1828-1904; Music: William G. Tomer, 1833-1896 

 
Dismissal 

P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.   

C: God’s Work.  Our Hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship assistants TODAY: 

Greeters and Ushers Janice Lockwood 

Acolyte   Alyssa Young 

Altar Care  Gary Boisseau  

Communion Assistant  

Counters  Mary and Greg Zuege 

Coffee Hour  Ice Cream 

 

Worship assistants for next Sunday, July 28 

Greeters and Ushers Rob Stroup 

Acolyte   Thomas Bullwinkle 

Counters  John and Linda Thompson 

Coffee Hour  

  
Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States.  Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training 

Publications.  Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2024 copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564 

stjohnsvictor.com  (585) 924-5192 

The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor 

William Shi, Pianist 


