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Today we read the only story in the Bible about Jesus’ childhood. It is
the story where Joseph and Mary take Jesus with them when they go to
the temple for Passover. Jesus is twelve years old. When they leave for
home Jesus stays behind, apparently not telling anyone. After three days
frantic searching they find him still in the temple talking to the religious
leaders. What does this story mean for us? And what does it tell us
about the nature of Jesus?

Welcome to worship today!
If you are visiting with us we invite you to sign the Guest Book in the
back of the sanctuary.

Large print bulletins are available on the usher’s stand.

The Zoom feed for this service is available in the nursery.



1  GATHERING

Prelude and Announcements

Gathering Hymn ~ Angels We Have Heard on High
For music turn to Hymn 289 in the Red Hymnal

1. Angles we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o’er the plains
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain
Glo-ria in excelsis Deo;
Glo-ria in excelsis Deo.

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heav’nly song? Refrain

3. Come to Bethlehem and see
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain

Text: French carol; tr. H.F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864. Music: French Carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-1958

Confession and Forgiveness
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, whose steadfast love is everlasting.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination

P: God-with-us,

C: we confess that we have turned away

those seeking shelter,

claiming we have no room when we have plenty.
We have made power and wealth our idols,

while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.
We have overlooked the shepherds,

expecting good news in prettier packaging.

Too often, we have valued violence

instead of your peace.




Turn us from our ways to your ways.

Grant us the grace to begin again.

Free us from all that keeps us bound,

and forgive our sin,

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.
Amen.

P: Hear the good news and rejoice!

You are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, forgiven in Christ, and
freed to respond in joy.

C: Amen.

Hymn of Praise  Angels, from the Realms of Glory
For music turn to Hymn 275 in the Red Hymnal

1. Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o’er all the earth;
once you sang creation’s story,
now proclaim Messiah’s birth:

Refrain

Come and worship,

come and worship,

worship Christ, the newborn king.

2. Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
watching o’er your flocks by night.
God with us is now residing
yonder shines the infant light. Refrain

3. Sages, leave your contemplations,
brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations,
you have seen his natal star. Refrain

4. All creation, join in praising
God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising
to the eternal Three in One. Refrain

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4. Music: Henry T Smart, 1813-1879



Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray...

O God our redeemer, you created light that we might live, and you
illumine our world with your beloved Son. By your Spirit comfort us in
all darkness, and turn us toward the light of Jesus Christ our Savior, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

T WORD -

First Reading Numbers 9:1-5

The LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month
of the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt,

saying: 2Let the Israelites keep the passover at its appointed time. *On the
fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, you shall keep it at its appointed
time; according to all its statutes and all its regulations you shall keep

it. *So Moses told the Israelites that they should keep the passover. °They
kept the passover in the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month,
at twilight, in the wilderness of Sinai. Just as the LORD had commanded
Moses, so the Israelites did.

After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God.

Scripture Poetry Psalm 147:12-20 (read together)
C: Jerusalem, give glory!

Praise God with song, O Zion!

For the Lord strengthens your gates

guarding your children within.

The Lord fills your land with peace,

giving you golden wheat.

God speaks to the earth,
the word speeds forth.

The Lord sends heavy snow
and scatters frost like ashes.

The Lord hurls chunks of hail.
Who can stand such cold?

God speaks, the ice melts;

God breathes, the streams flow.

God speaks his word to Jacob,



to Israel, his laws and decrees.
God has not done this for others,
no others receive this wisdom
Hallelujah!

Second Reading  Hebrews 2:10-18
101t was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their
salvation perfect through sufferings. *For the one who sanctifies and
those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, *2saying,
“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”
BAnd again,

“I will put my trust in him.”
And again,

“Here am I and the children whom God has given me.”
14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, **and free those who all
their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. '°For it is clear that
he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of
Abraham. Y Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in
every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in
the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the
people. ¥Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to
help those who are being tested.
After the reading the reader may say: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (Psalm 98:3)
C: Alleluia. All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our
God. Alleluia

Gospel Reading Luke 2:40-51

The gospel is announced:

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 2" chapter.

C: Glory to you O Lord.

“0The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of
God was upon him.




“INow every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. “2And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for
the festival. “*When the festival was ended and they started to return, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know

it. **Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s
journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and
friends. “When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to
search for him. *6After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. ’And
all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his

answers. “*When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his
mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look,
your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” “*He said
to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must
be in my Father’s house?” %°But they did not understand what he said to
them. > Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.

After the reading:

P: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

Hymn of the Day Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
(For music turn to Hymn 288 in the Red Hymnal)

1. Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart and soul and voice;
Give ye heed to what we say:
Jesus Christ is born today;

Ox and ass before him bow,
And he is in the manger now.
Christ was born today!
Christ was born today!

2. Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye hear of endless bliss:
Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven’s door,



And we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this!
Christ was born for this!

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave;
Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
To gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save!

Christ was born to save!

Text: medieval Latin carol; tr. John M Neale, 1818-1866, alt. Music: German carol, 14" century

Nicene Creed
P: Let us confirm our faith with the Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again,
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,



who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: We share that peace with one another.

The congregation may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Special Music and Gathering of Prayers and Offerings

You are invited to write a prayer concern on the small blank slip of paper in
your worship bulletin. This slip will be collected by the ushers in the offering
plates. The concerns raised will be prayed for later in the service.

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray: God of heaven and earth,

C: from the beginning, you have called forth life, in which you take
delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now
these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus
of creation to tell of your salvation. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P: With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the
church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

Issues raised by the congregation are prayed for.

The prayer concludes:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

C: Amen.

T MEAL Ar

Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.




P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus the Christ. You comforted your people with the
promise of the Redeemer, though whom you will also make all things
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:

(Isaiah 6:3, spoken)

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

P: In the night in which he was handed over our Lord Jesus took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples saying, “Take and eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion
P: A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift
of Jesus.

Communion Distribution

Welcome to the Lord’s Supper! All who are baptized are invited to receive
communion. Please pick up a communion glass as you come forward to the
altar. You will receive bread from the communion assistant. (If you need a
gluten free wafer please tell the assistant.) The pastor will pour wine into your
glass. If you prefer grape juice it is prefilled in the individual glasses. As we
commune together everyone is invited to sing the following hymns:

Lamb of God (Page 39 of the Blue Hymnal)

277 Away in a Manger (Red Hymnal)

269 Once in Royal David’s City (Red Hymnal)

Communion Blessing After all have communed the pastor will say:

P: The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.

Post Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray:

Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.
Strengthened by this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace,
comfort the afflicted, and share the good news of great joy.

C: Amen.

1  SENDING ¢

Blessing
P: The God of love,

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

lavish you with grace, illumine your path, increase your joy, today and
always.

C: Amen.



Sending Hymn  The Bells of Christmas
(For music turn to Hymn 298 in the Red Hymnal)

1.

The bells of Christmas chime once more;
the heav’nly guest is at the door.

He comes to earthly dwellings still

with new year gifts of peace, good will.

. This world, though wide and far outspread,

could scarcely find for you a bed.
Your cradle was a manger stall,
No pearls nor silk nor kingly hall.

. Now let us go with quiet mind,

the swaddled babe with shepherds find,
to gaze on him who gladdens them,
the lovliest flow’r of Jesse’s stem.

. Oh, join with me, in gladness sing,

to keep our Christmas with our king,
until our song, from loving souls,
like rushing mighty water rolls!

. O patriarchs’ Joy, O prophets’ Song,

O Dayspring bright, awaited long,
O Son of Man, incarnate Word,
great David’s Son, great David’s Lord:

. Come, Jesus, glorious heav’nly guest,

and keep your Christmas in our breast;
Then David’s harpstrings, hushed so long,
Shall swell our jubilee of song.

Text: Nikolai F.S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Charles Porterfield Krauth, 1823-1883, alt.
Music: Carl C. N. Balle, 1806-1855

Dismissal
P:

Go in peace. Serve the Lord

C: God’s Work. Our Hands.



Worship assistants TODAY:
Greeters and Ushers Sue Kaufmann

Acolyte Alyssa Young

Altar Care

Communion Assistant Rob Stroup

Counters Bruce and Connie Stevenson

Coffee Hour

Worship assistants for next Sunday, January 12, 2025
Greeters and Ushers Helen Crown

Acolyte Charlotte Stroup

Counters Michele Myers and Anne Stromstad
Coffee Hour

Scripture readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States. Psalm from The Psalter copyright 1994, Liturgical Training
Publications. Variable worship texts from Sundays and Seasons 2024 copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
888 County Road 9, Victor, NY 14564
stjohnsvictor.com (585) 924-5192
The Rev. Jonathan Deibler, Pastor
William Shi, Pianist



